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Christmas Prom raises thousands for local charity

A Christmas Prom extravaganza held in December raised more than £13,000 for the
Birmingham Community Foundation, the charity that helps to fund around 800
community and volunteer groups each year within Birmingham and The Black
Country.

The sell out concert was held at the Town Hall in Birmingham where the Birmingham
Philharmonic Orchestra performed a mix of traditional carols combined with rousing
Prom tunes.

Principal sponsor of the concert, Aston based Hyder Consulting, has worked with the
Birmingham Community Foundation to enable the funds to benefit from a
Government Grassroots Endowment Challenge which doubles all contributions made
under this incentive.

The event initially raised around £6,500 with money still coming in, but applying the
Challenge enabled a final figure that will come in at more than £13000. Monies
raised from the 2009 event brings the total raised by Hyder-sponsored concerts to
over £75,000.

lan Webb, area director for Hyder Consulting, a multi-national advisory and design
consultancy said: “We are delighted with the staggering support levels that we
received for the Christmas Prom. The Birmingham Community Foundation is a
fantastic charity that brings genuine benefit to local communities within Birmingham
and The Black Country. Helping local people to provide local solutions is something
we are keen to support both now and for the future.

“By taking advantage of the Government’s Grassroots Endowment Challenge
incentive currently in place with the Birmingham Community Foundation, we were



able to double the money we raised and create a Hyder endowment fund. We plan to
build on our endowment fund to help support local people and community projects
for years to come.”

Part of the wider UK Community Foundation network the Birmingham Community
Foundation has significant in-depth knowledge of local communities and grant
making. It links people who care about their local community with the wide range of
voluntary organisations, community groups and local charities who do the hands-
on work to make a real difference where we live.

David Hersey, chief executive of the Birmingham Community Foundation added:
“Despite the harsh economic climate, we are finding that Corporate Social
Responsibility remains high on the agenda of many individuals and organisations
who want to give something back to their local communities and of course this is
what the Foundation is all about.

“We have local knowledge, understanding and links in to the local communities so we
can award funds knowing that they will make a very real difference. There has never
been a better time to support the Foundation as any donation or fund started by the
end of March will be doubled. For example when our guests made a £10 donation
with a signed Gift Aid envelope at the concert this became £25.60!”

Other sponsors of the Christmas Prom included Barclays Wealth, Dickens Foundation,
Emprima, Jobson James, Marc Kirsten Photography, John Matthews Associates, Metro Bar
& Grill and the Town Hall who stepped in to provide complimentary mince pies with all

drinks sold!

Ends

Pictured is an example of a Birmingham Community Foundation project. Left to right
is Sergeant Shortall with Kyle Robison from Phoenix United, a successful Aston based
football project which targets young inner city people.

For more information visit www.bhamfoundation.co.uk or Jennifer Chatham (t) 0121

363 0074 (m) 07775 912818

Notes to the editor

Part of the wider Community Foundation network, the Birmingham Community
Foundation is an independent charity that helps an average of 800 community and



volunteer groups each year across Birmingham and Black Country. Its unique
approach to philanthropy allows individuals and businesses to support their own
specific local interests and causes and in doing so invest in the future of their
community.

With an unrivalled in-depth knowledge of local communities and grant making, the
Birmingham Community Foundation link people who care about their local
community and the wide range of voluntary organisations, community groups and
local charities who do the hands-on work to make a real difference where we live.

During the last 12 months The Birmingham Community Foundation has awarded
more than £3.3 million in grants to more than 900 local voluntary and community
projects.



